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Site of Whale 
Sanctuary Chosen 
in Canada 

Retired whales will have a new spot to rest! The 
Whale Sanctuary Project have chosen the site 
of a new whale sanctuary. It will be a place 
where whales born into captivity can retire. 

The Whale Sanctuary Project chose a space on 
the coast of Nova Scotia, in Canada, for a whale 
sanctuary.

They hope the first beluga whales and orcas 
will come to the site in 2021. They think the 
space will be big enough for about eight whales. 

Part of a bay in Port Hilford will be netted off 
to create a safe space for the whales. The Whale 
Sanctuary Project say the site is open to the 
ocean but sheltered from the storms. 

It’s a large space — about the size of 60 
football pitches!

“It’s an ideal location,” said Charles 
Vinick, the executive director of Whale 
Sanctuary Project.

The group hope that it will be a safe place 
for whales who were born or have lived in 
captivity. These include marine parks and other 
entertainment sites. 

Whales born in captivity often can’t be 
released straight into the wild. This is because 
they may not have ever had to hunt for food 
themselves. 

Instead, the Whale Sanctuary Project say that 
the sanctuary will have the infrastructure to care 
for the animals. 

Dr Lori Marino is the president of the Project. 

She said that moving them from marine parks 
to this site “will give them a healthier life where 
they can thrive.”

They hope the site will be ready for whales by 
2021. They plan to raise the money for it from 
private donations. 

In the future, they also want to create 
sanctuaries for other whales. These could be 
whales who have been rescued from the ocean 
and need care.

Illustration: Beluga whales in the ocean. 

Glossary

sanctuary A safe space, often for 
animals, where they can get 
help. 

captivity Being kept in a place which is 
not the wild.

infrastructure The structures and systems 
needed to support something. 

donations Something, such as money, 
given to a charity or a group.
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What whales will be coming to this site?

• The Whale Sanctuary Project want to create a 
sanctuary for whales.

• They believe that this site will mostly home beluga 
whales. Some orcas could also move to this site. 
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Questions
1. Find a phrase the author uses to help readers easily understand the size of the sanctuary.  

 

2. Find one reason why whales born in captivity often can’t be released straight into the wild. 
 

 

3. ‘She said that moving them from marine parks to this site “will give them a healthier life 
where they can thrive.” 
Tick the word which is closest in meaning to ‘thrive’ in this sentence. 

   flourish
   live
   struggle
   survive

4. ‘They hope the site will be ready for whales by 2021. They plan to raise the money for it 
from private donations.’ 
This suggests that... 

   Eight whales are certain to move to the sanctuary in 2021. 
   The site isn’t great for whales. 
   The Whale Sanctuary Project will work to get the sanctuary prepared.
   The site doesn’t need any money.

5. Summarise this news story in 20 words or fewer.  
 

 

 

6. Do you think other countries will create whale sanctuaries on the coast? Explain 
your answer.  
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Answers
1. Find a phrase the author uses to help readers easily understand the size of the sanctuary.  

about the size of 60 football pitches

2. Find one reason why whales born in captivity often can’t be released straight into the wild. 
They may not have ever had to hunt for food themselves. 

3. ‘She said that moving them from marine parks to this site “will give them a healthier life 
where they can thrive.” 
Tick the word which is closest in meaning to ‘thrive’ in this sentence. 

   flourish
   live
   struggle
   survive

4. ‘They hope the site will be ready for whales by 2021. They plan to raise the money for it 
from private donations.’ 
This suggests that... 

   Eight whales are certain to move to the sanctuary in 2021. 
   The site isn’t great for whales. 
   The Whale Sanctuary Project will work to get the sanctuary prepared.
   The site doesn’t need any money.

5. Summarise this news story in 20 words or fewer.  
Accept any reasonable summary which is 20 words or fewer, e.g. The Whale Sanctuary 
Project has chosen a site for a whale sanctuary. It will be for whales born into 
captivity.

6. Do you think other countries will create whale sanctuaries on the coast? Explain 
your answer.  
Accept any reasonable answer which refers to the news story, e.g. I think other 
countries will create whale sanctuaries because it is a place where whales from marine 
parks or whales who need care can go. 
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