Who were the Anglo– Saxons?
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The Anglo-Saxons came from Scandinavia and Germany. They settled in Britain between AD 410 and
AD 1066. Historians are not quite sure why the Anglo-Saxons invaded Britain - they were fairly
peaceful and it seems that they were looking for land to farm. Some historians believe the land in the
Anglo-Saxon homelands often flooded, was covered in thick forest and, as a result, was too difficult
to farm.

By around AD 410, the last of the Romans had left Britain to defend their home territory as they were
under increasing threat from external invaders. This left Britain without Roman protection and
invading tribes proved 1o be a formidable force against the Britons. The three biggest invading tribes
were the Angles, the Saxons and the Jutes. They became known as the Anglo-Saxons.
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By about AD 600, most Britons had either been forced to escape or had been taken as slaves by the
Anglo-Saxons. Those who escaped retreated mainly to Wales and Cornwall. The rest of Britain was
divided into seven new kingdoms:
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